IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please CANCEL claims 18, 26, 27, 28 and 29, without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please AMEND the claims as indicated below: 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A manag e m e nt system for manag i ng n e twork 
e l e m e nts, sa i d syst e m c omprising: 

a at le ast on e network element that i s manag e d by sa i d manag e m e nt syst e m ; 
a gateway managing the network element and receiving fault alarm incidents from the 
network element: 

manag e m e nt proc e ssor; 

at le ast on e distributed management servers s e rv e r that i s d i str i but e d from sa i d 
manag e m e nt proc e ssor and communicativ el y coup le d to sa i d manag e m e nt proc e ssor ; and 

at le ast on e policy ekieet obiects distributed across the distributed management servers 
so that each policy object r e s i d i ng resides on, and ^executable by x at le ast on e of sa i d at le ast 
one a respective distributed management server, sa i d at le ast on e each policy obieefc obiect 
defining fault management behavior for managing at le ast on e of said at le ast on ethe network 
element by the gateway, wherein a respective policy object is executed by the distributed 
management server on which the policy object resides in response to a respective fault alarm 
incident received by the gateway and associated with the policy object, to thereby implement the 
fault management behavior defined by the respective policy object in response to the respective 
fault alarm incident . 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The managomont system of claim 1 further 
comprising: 

at l oast on e gat e way commun i cat i ve l y coup le d to at le ast on e of sa i d at le ast on e 
d i stribut e d manag e m e nt s e rv e r and commun i cativ el y coup le d to at l e ast on e of sa i d at le ast on e 
n e twork el em e nt; and 

a at le ast on e decision object stored in sa i d at l e ast on ethe gateway, that at le ast on e the 
decision object defining decision behavior for routing fault alarm incidents i nformat i on regard i ng 
at le ast on e of sa i d at le ast on e received by the gateway from the network element to an 
appropr i at e on e of sa i d at le ast on e an appropriate distributed management server for execution 
of an appropr i at e on e of said at le ast on ea policy objec t residing on said appropriate distributed 
management server . 

3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The manag e m e nt system of claim 2 wherein said 
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decision object is a data path tree associating attributes of said at le ast on ethe network element 
with sa i d at l east on e a respective policy object. 

4. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The managom e nt system of claim 1 further 
comprising: 

a policy server communicatively coupled to sa i d at le ast on ethe distributed management 
s e rv e r servers , said-the policy server storing said at le ast on e policy ebieet -obiects and operable 
to distribute sa i d at le ast on e the stored policy obiest -obiects to sa i d at le ast on ethe distributed 
management sefve fservers . 

5. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The managomont system of claim 4 further 
comprising: 

a policy builder user interface communicatively coupled to said -the policy server, said - the 
policy builder user interface operable to receive input from a user for defining policy objects. 

6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The managomont system of claim 4 further 
comprising: 

a configuration file communicatively accessible bvsai4-the policy server, said-the 
configuration file storing information defining at le ast on e of sa i d at le ast on ethe distributed 
management sefvef- servers to which e ach of said at le ast on ethe policy ob ie ot is obiects are to 
reside. 

7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The managomont system of claim 1 further 
comprising: 

an alert server commun i cat i v e ly coup le d to sa i d manag e m e nt proc e ssor wh e r ei n said 
a l ert s e rv e r g e n e rat e s qenerating alerts based on fault conditions transmitt e d by sa i d at le ast on e 
distr i but e d manag e m e nt syst e m in accordance with said at le ast on e the policy ebiee tobiects . 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The manag e m e nt system of claim 1 further 
comprising: 

a management information base commun i cat i v e ly coup le d to sa i d manag e ment 
proc e ssor, sa i d manag e m e nt i nformation bas e operable to store software objects corresponding 
to sa i d at l east ono the network element. 
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9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The management system of claim 6 , further 
comprising wh e r ei n : 

a_sai4-policy builder comprising an interface operable to receive user input defining said 
information stored to said- the configuration file. 

1 0. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The manag e m e nt system of claim 6 wherein said-the 
policy server comprises: 

logic executable to distribute sa i d at le ast on ethe policy ekieet- obiects to sa i d at le ast 
oftethe distributed management sefvef ^servers in accordance with sate -the configuration file. 

11. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of manag i ng at n e twork ele m e nts of a 
commun i cat i on n e twork, sa i d m e thod comprising th e st e ps of : 

implementing a gateway managing a network element and receiving fault alarm incidents 
from the network element; 

implementing a p l ura l ity of distributed management servers s e rv e rs that ar e e ach 
d i str i but e d from and commun i cativ el y coup le d to a c e ntra l manag e m e nt proc e ssor ; and 

commun i cat i v e ly coup li ng e ach of sa i d n e twork ele monts to at le ast on e of sa i d p l ural i ty 
of d i str i buted manag e m e nt s e rv e rs; and 

providing d i str i but i ng at le ast on e policy obieet obiects distributed across the distributed 
management servers so that each policy object resides on, and executable by, a respective 
distributed management server, each policy object defining fault management behavior for 
managing at le ast on e of said the network e l e m e nts element by the gateway, wherein a respective 
policy object is executed by the distributed management server on which the respective policy 
object resides in response to a respective fault alarm incident received by the gateway and 
associated with the respective policy object, to thereby implement the fault management 
behavior defined by the respective policy object in response to the respective fault alarm 
incident . 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 11 further comprising th e st e ps 

©f: 

commun i cat i v el y coup li ng at le ast ono gat e way to sa i d p l ural i ty d i str i but e d manag e m e nt 
s e rv e rs and to at le ast on e of sa i d n e twork e le m e nts; and 

storing a at le ast on e decision object on sa i d at le ast on ethe gateway, said -the decision 
object defining decision behavior for routing fault alarm incidents i nformation r e garding sa i d at 
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le ast on e of sa i d received by the gateway from the network e l e m e nts e lement to an appropriat e 
on e of said p l ural i ty o f an appropriate distributed management s e rv e rs server for invoking 
execution of an appropr i at e on e of and sa i d at l east on e a respective policy object th e r e on 
residing thereon . 

13. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 12 wherein said-the decision 
object is a data path tree associating attributes of s ai d at le ast on ethe network element with sai4 
at le ast on e a respective policy object. 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 11 further comprising tho stops 

ef: 

storing sa i d at le ast on ethe policy obieet- obiects on a policy server communicatively 
coupled to the sa i d at p l ura li ty of distributed management serversservers; and 

said -the policy server distributing sa i d at le ast on e the stored policy ebiest- obiects to aft 
appropr i at e on e or mor e of sa i d p l ura li ty of the distributed management serversseryers. 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 14 further comprising tho steps 

ef: 

user interacting with a policy builder interface that is communicatively coupled to said 
policy server for defining said at le ast on ethe policy ebiee tobiects . 

16. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 14 further comprising tho stops 

ef: 

determining sa i d appropr i at e on e or mor e of said p l ura l ity o f an appropriate distributed 
management s e rv e rs server of the distributed management servers to which sa i d at le ast on ea 
respective policy object stored on said-the policy serve r will be distributed, based at least in part 
on information stored in a configuration file communicatively accessible by said -the policy server. 

17. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 11 further comprising th e steps 

ef: 

an alert server communicat i v el y coup le d to sa i d c e ntra l manag e m e nt proc e ssor 
generating an alert a^-based on a fault condition for at l oast on e of sa i d the network ele m e nts 
element in accordance with sa i d at le ast on e a respective policy object. 
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18. (CANCELED) 

1 9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The method of claim 1 6 further comprising tho stop 

ef: 

user inputting said information stored to said- the configuration file. 

20. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A system of manag i ng n e twork ele m e nts, sa i d 
syst e m comprising: 

a plurality of gateways, each gateway managing a network element and receiving fault 
alarm incidents from the managed network element; 
a p l ura l ity of manag e d n e twork ele m e nts; 
a c e ntra l manag e m e nt proc e ssor m e ans; 

p l ura li ty of software objects , each software object fewJefining fault management behavior 
for managing sa i d p l ura li ty of a_network e l e m e nts element ; and 

p l ura li ty of distributed management servers proc e ss i ng m e ans d i stribut e d from and 
commun i cat i v el y coup le d to sa i d c e ntra l manag e m e nt proc e ssor m e ans across which the 
software objects are distributed so that each software object resides on. and is executed by a 
respective distributed management server , e ach of sa i d p l ura li ty of softwar e obj e cts r e s i d i ng on 
at le ast on e of sa i d p l ura li ty of d i stribut e d proc e ss i ng m e ans for e x e cut i on th e r e on wherein a 
respective software object is executed by the distributed management server on which the 
respective software object resides in response to a respective fault alarm incident received by a 
respective gateway and associated with the software object, to thereby implement the fault 
management behavior defined by the software object in response to the respective fault alarm 
incident . 

21 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system of claim 20 , wherein each gateway 
comprises furth e r compr i s i ng : 

m e ans for norma li zat i on of data r e c ei v e d from said p l ura li ty of manag e d n e twork 
e l em e nts; and 

logic for routing fault alarm incidents received by the network element managed by the 
respective gateway to the distributed management servers m e ans for data path so l oct i on 
b e tw ee n sa i d m e ans of data normal i zat i on and sa i d p l ura li ty of d i str i but e d proc e ss i ng moans . 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system of claim 20 further comprising: 
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means for associating attributes of sa i d p l ur ali ty of t he managed network elements with 
the distributed management servers sa i d p l ura l ity of d i str i but e d proc e ss i ng m e ans for 
implementing the d e f i n e d fault management b e hav i o r behaviors defined by the software objects 



23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system of claim 20 further comprising: 
m e ans for stor i ng th e d e f i n e d manag e m e nt b e hav i or; and 

means for distributing the software obiects d e f i n e d manag e m e nt b e hav i or to said m e ans 
plura l ity of the distributed proc e ss i ng m e ans management servers . 

24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system of claim 23 further comprising: 
means for graphically generating the software obiects d e fin e d manag e m e nt b e hav i or . 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The system of claim_20 further comprising: 
means for generating alerts i n accordanc e w i th th e d e scrib e d manag e m e nt b e hav i or . 

26. (CANCELED) 

27. (CANCELED) 

28. (CANCELED) 

29. (CANCELED) 
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